Case Study: Tornado
October, 2024 HERC

Oklahoma
e Around Sulpher, Oklahoma, April 29, 2024
e Destruction footage video and Facebook employee interviews video
e Multiple tornados occurred, injuring at least 100 and killing 4; one town alone had
30 injuries
e Injuries reported included people cut or struck by debris
e An EF 4 tornado hit Mercy hospital in Marietta around 11:30 pm
o Two patients were in the ER, eight patients were inpatient
o All ten patients were transferred out after the storm
o The hospital and clinic were shut down afterward, as it wasn’t safe for
patient care
o The hospital employs around 150 people
e The storms washed out roads and caused loss of power for over 40,000 residents

Potential Impacts:

e Shut down entire hospital
Numerous transfers needed at once
Staff injuries, creating staffing shortages
Potential HAZMAT implications
Patient/family/staff fears
Patient tracking to transfer locations
Continuity of operation planning

Preparedness:
e Develop a strong Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP)
e Review evacuation plans
e Review storm emergency plans

e Tornado Closes 1 Hospital, Injures 100 People

e At Least 100 Injured, 4 Dead, Hospital Damaged After Tornadoes Hit Oklahoma
Towns

e Mercy Health Love County Hospital in Marietta Closed After Being Struck by a
Tornado

e Mercy Health Love County Facebook

Resources:
e ASPR TRACIE: Continuity of Operations/Business Continuity Planning



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yeaNsAmlaU
https://www.facebook.com/MercyHealthLoveCounty/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/care-coordination/tornado-closes-1-hospital-injures-100-people.html?origin=BHRE&utm_source=BHRE&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&oly_enc_id=4245J8703101A3Y
https://www.ems1.com/tornado/at-least-100-injured-4-dead-hospital-damaged-after-tornados-kit-oklahoma-towns
https://www.ems1.com/tornado/at-least-100-injured-4-dead-hospital-damaged-after-tornados-kit-oklahoma-towns
https://www.fox23.com/news/mercy-health-love-county-hospital-in-marietta-closed-after-being-struck-by-tornado/article_683e5f12-06a5-11ef-987e-2f3b396b5a8f.html
https://www.fox23.com/news/mercy-health-love-county-hospital-in-marietta-closed-after-being-struck-by-tornado/article_683e5f12-06a5-11ef-987e-2f3b396b5a8f.html
https://www.facebook.com/MercyHealthLoveCounty/
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/17/continuity-of-operations-coop-business-continuity-planning/110

